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/\ sailing expedition being held in
E.'\assodation with MTDC to pro-
mote India as a preferred yachting
destination, has just come tQ,.the
city'S. shores and the boats have
already dropped anchor at
Girgaum Chowp1;itty.Ane;Lthe city
is all set to see thefirst1nternation-

. 'al off-shore Yacht Race on Friday.
The"hoats Will be moored 'at the '
city's shores till the coining week-
~ndaft,er whith they, set, saW for

Goan 'shores, with a number of
indian yachts intow." .

It was on the last day of October
last year that 35interBational sail-
iIW yachts of various sizes and'
from different nations set\'off,from
Turkey. India" will be the l'ast
l~g of their voyage! Thirteen of
these. yachts' have alreaay
touched Mumbai and have been
parked ,in the Wa!ers ",near the
Chowpatty beach. .

The event was th~ brainchild of
a group of Eur(j)pe'a.nyachtsmen"

induding a few~ourageous
women whohave.beeri in consul-
tation with Gautam Dutta, veteran
Indian yachtsman, to sail to Jndia.
Says Dutta, "What is exciting for

, the yachting community in India is
that we are going to see some big
boats In some big time action at
higflseas. The foreign yachts will
be joined by Indian boats and will

',be flagged off from Mumbai on
Sunday. The race will culminate off
the Baina Beach at Va~co city in
Goa; in keeping with the spirit of
the famous Poituguese seafarer

,after whom the' event has been
christened. It will be at 'the final
destination point that the Vasco da
Gama Cup 2006'will!be a,warded en
April 29. " ,

, Garry, Peerless and Anp. Swiston
own the Toucan Tango, a gergeous
yachts. Though they have, been
saili.rm since over three decades,

, this is'theirfirst rally. "This..is the
only rally we have ever participato
ed in.' We joined only because of
the safety aspect and tra,velling '0,
tl;1eYemen 'coast appealed]to us,"
says Garry. ,

Obstac!es on the high seas en
route to the d~stin'ttion is part.of
the ,game, say sailors. "In the Red'
Sea ther~weremany obstacles and
between the exit of the Red Sea
and, Oman there is piracy .but we;
didn't face that thcinkfully. When

, ' .
'we travel asa group it i!)much
safer,"say'sPeerless. ,

, Nature-lovers, the duo love to
travel and Mfhentlley"renot sailing,
they make it a point to go hiking
'and sometimes even rent a car and
cruise along the Gountti' that;they
are vi~iting. Ann, on' her part,
seems to enjoy beip.g in India
for the firs time, " It's so beautiful
here. {\nchoring here. in the
middle of the city, it's the perled
view," she remarked.

What's the signifiqUl,~e of the
name "Toucan Tango' given to
their yacht? Garry Peerless is quick
to reply: "We are required to ,/lave a
unique name for the boat in order
to register with the government. So
Toucan Tango was the name we
both came up with." ,

En~,route to Goa, the sailors
will sample the visual pleasure
of the %plendid Konkan coast,
complete with historic 'forts,
islands' and virgin .beaches.
The Maharashtra TOl.).rism
Deyelopment' C;orporatiori

-(MTD€) have thrown ih'their mite
to showcase this golden heritage

, and l;1avearranged a two-day halt-
_or the yachts atfaigarh jet1Ywhere ,

the participants wjll behosted by ,

the 'Gover.nmentof Maharas'fltra ~

and will"spe~d their'time there at
the Gan~patipule beach resort
before sailillg for Goa. \' .


